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mit tiber 950 Jahren eine
der altesten humanitaren Institutionen weltweit, wird

die Zusammenarbeit mit dem UN-Biiro fiir Drogen- und
Verbrechensbekampfung (UNODC) in Wien ausweiten.

as erklédrte der Stindige
Beobachter des Ordens
bei den Vereinten Nati-
onen, Botschafter Giin-
ther A. Granser, auf der
UNODC-Konferenz in
der Wiener UNO-City, an der iiber 1.500
Delegierte aus allen Kontinenten teilnah-
men. Konkret will der Orden dazu beitra-
gen, dass die seit sechs Jahren bestehen-
de Jugendinitiative eine stirkere Stimme
bei der UN-Commission on Narcotic

Drugs (CND) erhdlt. Laut dem UNODC
World Drug Report konsumieren tiiber
250 Mio. Menschen weltweit illegale Dro-
gen, mit dramatischen gesundheitlichen
und sozialen Konsequenzen fiir Familien
und Kinder. Vor allem die rasante Zunah-
me von synthetischen Drogen bereitet
den Experten dabei Sorgen. Rund 250.000
sterben jdhrlich an den direkten und in-
direkten Folgen des Drogenmissbrauchs.
Die Kosten durch Drogenkriminalitdt
und Behandlung von Drogensiichtigen

belaufen sich aufiiber 700 Mrd. US-Dollar
pro Jahr. Das ist auch der Grund, warum
immer mehr Linder weltweit zur akti-
ven Bekdmpfung von Drogenproduktion,
Handel und Missbrauch aufrufen. Es sei
eine globale Aufgabe, effiziente Priven-
tionsmaflnahmen zu setzen, um Kinder
und Jugendliche von gesundheitsgefahr-
denden Rausch- und Betdubungsmitteln
fernzuhalten, erklirte Granser.

Das Jugendforum der Youth Initiative
initiiert Informations- und Aufkldarungs-
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Delegates of the Youth Forum.

Ambassador Giinther A. Granser at his
speech in front of the plenum of CND.

Delegates of C(ND

maflnahmen zur Drogenpravention in ihren Hei-
matlidndern tiber individuelle Férdermafnahmen,
Informationskampagnen, Jugendveranstaltungen
und Aktivititen in den sozialen Netzwerken, um
so jeden Tag Millionen Menschen zu erreichen.

,Der Orden ist liberzeugt, dass die Jugend das
wertvollste Kapital fiir die Zukunft darstellt und
somit Investitionen in die sichere und gesunde Ent-
wicklung junger Menschen ein Beitrag zur nach-
haltigen Zukunftssicherung fiir uns alle sind®,
sagte Granser. Daher werde der Malteserorden
alles daran setzen, die UNODC Youth Initiative in
der CND zu férdern und ihre Weiterentwicklung
zu unterstiitzen. So kann sie Entscheidungstriager
fiir praktische Losungen in der weltweiten Dro-
genproblematik erreichen.

Cao
YOUTH IS THE MOST VALUABLE ASSET
FOR THE FUTURE
he Sovereign Order of Malta, one of the old-
est humanitarian institutions with a history
of 950 years, will expand its cooperation with
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in
Vienna. This was announced by the Ambassador of the
Permanent Observer Mission of the Sovereign Order of
Malta, Giinther A. Granset, at the Commission on Nar-
cotic Drugs (CND) at the Vienna International Centre,
which was attended by more than 1500 delegates from

Youth Forum of the Youth
Initiative. From right: Mrs.
Giovanna Campello, UNODC;
Gilberto Gerra, Director UNODC;
Yury Fedotov, Executive
Director of UNODC; Giinther A.
Granser, Ambassador Order of
Malta; Asma Fakhri, UNODC.

: The Sovereign Order of :
© Malta: As a subject of inter- :

national law, the Sovereign
Order of Malta maintains
diplomatic relations with
over 107 states and the
European Union, and has
Permanent Observer Status
at the United Nations. It

is neutral, impartial and
apolitical. Today, the Order

of Malta is active worldwide, :

caring for people in need
through its medical, social
and humanitarian works.

all continents. The Order aims to establish a greater pres-
ence of the UNODC Youth Initiative — a program that was
. first launched by the UNODC Prevention, Treatment and
. Rehabilitation Section six years ago — in the context of
: the CND.

According to the UNODC World Drug Report, over 250

© million people worldwide are using illegal substances, re-
© sulting in dramatic health and social consequences, es-
. pecially for families and children. In the expert's view,
" the rapid increase of synthetic drugs continues to be of
© great concern. Around 250.000 people die every year from
direct and indirect consequences of drug use. The costs of
. drug-related crime and treatment for addicts exceed 700
billion dollars a year.

For this reason, motre and more countries worldwide

. are calling for actively combating drug production, traf-
ficking and substance abuse. Not only among the inter-
© national organizations, but also on the political agenda
. of many countries all over the world, the prevention of
. substance use becomes a top priority. It is a global re-
sponsibility to implement effective and evidence based
prevention strategies to protect children and adolescents
from initiating substance use, Granser explained.

The Youth Forum of the Youth Initiative is initiating

© information and awareness campaigns in the field of sub-
. stance use prevention, which then will be implemented in

their home countries. Through individual support, infor-

© mation campaigns, youth events and social networking
: activities, millions of people can be reached every day.

,The Order is convinced that youth is the most valu-

. able asset for the future and that investing in the safe and
© healthy development of young people is a contribution to
. a sustainable future of all of us,“ Granser stated. There-
fore, the Order of Malta will do its utmost to give the

UNODC Youth Initiative a stronger voice in the CND and

its continuous development in order to be able to use its
. connections to international policy makers to find practi-
© cal solutions in combating the world drug problem. &

Opening of the conference'b"y Yury Fedotov,
Executive Director of UNOQ(‘
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